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of India. He therefore stayed at Cochin preparing to depart
and making everybody's life a burden. Duarte de Lemos
was what the contemporaries politely describe as a man of
very " forte condi?ao ", which means that he had a fearful
temper!

The fleet of India, swelled by Diogo Mendes' squadron
and that left behind by Duarte de Lemos, carried 1680
men; not an overwhelming force, but what it lacked in
numbers was made up for by enthusiasm. The men who had
endured that nightmare monsoon at Goa were anxious to
be avenged, those newly arrived to serve in India were
athirst for glory, and from the pepper fleet Albuquerque
had taken volunteers only.

Idalcan was away from Goa, but he had seen to the
defences of the town. Albuquerque's vow to reconquer it
before the year was out had left the young prince uneasy
in his mind. He knew that his enemy was a man of more
than usual tenacity. Idalcan therefore filled Goa with trust-
worthy troops, mostly his own Turks, who promised to hold
the fort or die.

Again it was Timoja who was Albuquerque's informant.
There were, it would appear, eight to ten thousand white
men in Goa, besides some native infantry. The place was
well supplied with stores and munitions, and a Turkish
expert assisted by three hundred others had nearly finished
building a number of ships. " The knights I have with me
could take two towns like Goa!" said Albuquerque, but all
the same the news gave him food for thought. Native
troops did not much matter, but the Turk was not a foe
to be despised.

The Governor spent a few days observing Goa. The
enemy had prepared their defences skilfully enough. All
along the shore outside the town were earthworks and barri-
cades equipped with men and artillery to protect the landing
and the ships. The fortress seemed very strong. About two
hundred bombards were mounted there, according to Piero
Strozzi. This young Italian trader on board one of Diogo